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Abstract

Overcoming the Limitations of Grammatical—Historical
Interpretation: Isaiah 53 as a Test Case

Kim, Jinkyu

Grammatical-historical interpretation is regarded as an absolute norm of bib-
lical exegesis. Almost all commentary writers start by finding the original
meaning of the text regardless of its literary genre. They assume that histor-
ical meaning almost always denotes a particular referent at the time of its
composition. However, rigid use of grammatical-historical interpretation
may inherit difficulties in interpreting a future-predictive prophecy, for ex-
ample, the Second Coming of the Christ (e.g., 1Thess 4:15-17). The pa-
rousia of the Christ refers to the future event which will happen when he
comes again.

As linguistics develops, Bible exegetes begin to realize that there is
a distinction between ‘sense-making’ and ‘referent-finding.” In this paper,
I have utilized Ogden-Richards’s renowned ‘triangle of meaning,” which
revolutionized the study of linguistic semantics. The triangle of meaning
is composed of ‘symbol,” ‘sense,” and ‘referent.” The meaning of a word
is to be understood by the interrelationship between these three elements.
The triangle reveals the problem of the “word-and-thing” method. Ogden-
Richards’s study stresses the indirect relationship between ‘symbol’ and
‘referent.” A symbol does not directly refer to its referent, but indirectly
comes to the understanding of its referent only by means of its sense. It

also distinguishes the meanings between ‘sense’ and ‘referent.” Sense-mak-
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ing does not necessarily mean grasping the concrete object of the referent.
This distinction will greatly contribute to one’s understanding of predictive
prophecies such as Isa 52:13-53:12. As a test case, | have applied Ogden-
Richards’s method to the interpretation of this text. If the referent of the
servant in this text is not clear in its original, historical context, the inter-
preter may become complacent about the sense-making of the passage. As

redemptive history unfolds, he will later realize who the real referent is.

Key—Words: Grammatical—historical Interpretation, Interpretation of
Prophecy, Isaiah 53, Triangle of Meaning, Referent,
Meaning(Sense)





