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<Abstract>

Study of Han-gang, novel "Mongolian Spot,
- Correlation Study of Lacan’s desire theory and Eroticism

Bang, Jeong-min

"Mongolian Spot, is a story in which a male harbors an artistic,
sexual desire to his sister-in-law with a mongolian spot even when
she become an adult, which is prohibited in terms of moral and
ethical absolutes, and at the end he comes up aganst the harsh
reality of life.

The story, taking an unconventional subject matter about a
prohibited desire of a brother-in-law to a sister-in-law, is dealing
with fundamental exploration on art and life. In response, this article is
intending to investigate an artistic viewpoint of the "Mongolian spot;.
To achieve this, Lacans desire theory is taken as a basis.

The sister-in-law, who is a vegetarian, pursues a fantastic desire
that exists only in the imaginary(desire of world of fancy)
represented from the Lacans desire theory. Her desire, which can be
symbolized as a vegetable property, is determined as a longing for
primitive purity and is acquired from objects of a flower and a body,

what it means is to draw the flower on the body.



Her desire in the imaginary is never to be permitted in the
symbol(discipline of world of symbol). It is forced into judgement and
punishment. The imaginary called the world of fancy is corresponded
to a primitive area where nature before civilization existed, while the
symbol called the world of symbol is corresponded to a cultural area
where her incestuous emotional identification is broken and interrupted
by her father or elder sister.

The word ‘father’ indicates regulation and prohibition, it forces to
remove a desire of a child(the sister-in-law), which longs for
others(originally it indicates a mother, but herein it indicates the
brother-in-law), named ‘Jouissance. The removal can be found
through a scene that the elder sister forces them both to enter a
psychiatric hospital.

In the story, relationship between Lacans desire and eroticism is
mainly described by adopting a flower as a medium(expressed
metaphorically). There is strong expression of eroticism through
painting the flower on the body which perceives loss of identity and
harboring an incestuous desire.

Both of the Lacans desire and literary eroticism includes a others’
concept as a necessity and does a death drive as a common
denominator. The Lacans desire in Real thing(life of world of reality),
like so the literary eroticism, has a close relationship with the death
drive. Consequently, we can realize that the Lacans desire is an

alternative expression for the eroticism, as well as a longing for life



and a passion for death.

At the end, desire of human mind is connected with desire to the
Greek word ‘Fros’ and ‘“Thanatos. There is an irony caused from a
situation that the desire is dependent upon others and is lacking in
satisfaction to the last. Accordingly it cooperates to the extent of
‘Nothing(f)’. Because the desire in the real thing is generated from
things and the things finally cooperate to the extent of ‘Nothing’.

Key Words: Mongolian Spot, The imaginary, The symbol, The real, Desire, Eroticism
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